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2759 S. King Street, Honolulu, HI  96826 

(808) 973-0085 

www.kuhio.k12.hi.us is transitioning to www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us  

 
 

 “Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress;  

working together is SUCCESS.”  -Henry Ford 

 

It is hard to believe that the end of the school year has arrived!  These last ten months 

have passed so quickly!  

 

At the beginning of the year, Kuhio School's goal was to cultivate a safe and nurturing 

learning environment for all. Reaching this goal took a concerted effort to stay the 

course. At times, moving ahead forced us to dig deep and ask tough questions of 

ourselves and each other. In the end, however, working through this process has given 

our school many new opportunities. Kuhio School has moved forward as a unit – one that 

is constantly exploring ways to become even better. 

 

The year’s end always brings with it a huge sense of accomplishment.  Our students have 

been involved in a number of school-sponsored activities and field trips to supplement 

the tremendous amount they have learned throughout the year.  We are proud to say 

that our students have conducted themselves in a respectful, responsible, resilient, and 

safe manner during these activities. 

  

To our 5th graders who were all promoted – congratulations on your achievement! The 

Kuhio ‘ohana wish you all the best as you transition to 6th grade.  We hope that you now 

have a solid elementary educational foundation to build upon in middle school. You are 

always invited to stop by, say hello, and share your experiences with us! Please remember

that we will always welcome you with open arms. 

 

As the school year rides off into the sunset, it gives us the opportunity to reflect. It’s time 

to ask ourselves: "How big of a role have I played in the accomplishments of Kuhio School, 

as a member of its learning community?" 

 

I have reflected and believe that “working together is success.” With that in mind, I ask 

for everyone to help the school repeat this performance next year. I look forward to 

working even harder in the upcoming school year at Kuhio, and I hope all of you do too. 

I thank everyone for their hard work, dedication to educating our students, and having a 

“together, we can” attitude. I ask for your continued support next year! 

   

On behalf of the Kuhio staff and faculty, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 

all a safe and happy summer. 

  

One final thing: For families who will be returning in August, the first day of school will be

Monday, August 1, 2016.  The list of enrolled students is subject to change as summer 

progresses, so final class lists will be posted outside the office on Friday, July 29, 2016. 
 

Sincerely, 

Principal Lynn M. Kobayashi 

(808) 973-0085 

lynn_kobayashi@notes.k12.hi.us 

 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, May 25 

� Memorial Day Lei 

• Drop off at the office by 
8:30AM 

• Sew a lei; 8:15AM-9:30AM; 

Library 

� Quarter 4 Kuhio Kudos 

Assembly; 1:00PM-2:00PM; 

Cafeteria 

� Special dismissal time at 

2:15PM 
 

Thursday, May 26 

� Graduation Assembly; 

8:30AM-9:45AM; Mo‘o 

� Students’ last day of school 

with special dismissal time at 

1:30PM 
 

Monday, May 30 

HOLIDAY: Memorial Day 

Office is closed. 
 

Monday, June 6 

through Friday, June 24 
ELL Summer School; 8:00AM-

11:45AM 
 

Monday, June 6 

through Thursday, June 30 

Kuhio Enrichment Summer 

Session; 8:00AM-12:00PM 
 

Friday, June 10 

HOLIDAY: Kamehameha Day 

Observed 

�NO SCHOOL for ELL Summer 
School 

�NO SCHOOL for Kuhio 

Enrichment Summer Session 
�Office is closed. 
 

Monday, August 1 

����Students’ first day of school; 

8:00AM-2:15PM 

����Kindergarten Parent 

Orientation; 8:15AM-9:15AM; 

Library 

����Kindergarten ELL Parent 

Meeting; 9:15AM-9:30AM; 
Library 
 

Wednesday, August 10 

Parent Coffee Hour; 8:00AM-

9:00AM; Cafeteria 
 

Tuesday, August 16 

Picture Taking Day 
 

Wednesday, August 17 

Open House; Dinner starts at 
4:45PM; Cafeteria  
 

Thursday, August 18 

NO SCHOOL: Planning and 

Collaboration Day for Teachers 
 

Friday, August 19 

NO SCHOOL: Statehood Day 
 

Wednesday, August 31 

School Community Council 

Meeting; 5:15PM-6:30PM; 

Office Conference Room 
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TRANSITIONS: To and From Kuhio 

As the current school year comes to a close, we find ourselves in the 

midst of Kuhio educators transitioning to greater opportunities.  These 

are exciting experiences for these people, but it is also a bittersweet 

time, for we will be saying goodbye to our educator friends. 

 

We would like to pass along our aloha and best wishes to the following members of the Kuhio ‘ohana who 

will be moving on next year: 

 

• Ms. Davina Pangelinan, who has been a first-grade teacher at Kuhio for the last 10½ years, is packing 

her bags to mold young minds as an educator in the state of Georgia. 

 

• Mr. Justin Taomae, first- and fifth-grade teacher at Kuhio for the last 4 years, will be transferring to the 

Farrington Complex to teach at Kalihi Uka Elementary School.  

 

• Ms. Ruth Pukahi, part-time librarian, has earned a master’s degree in library science this year and will be 

seeking a teacher or librarian position at a lucky school on Oahu. 

 

• Ms. Julia Sato, part-time music teacher this school year, will be pursuing more hours as a teacher of 

music and as a substitute teacher. We hope to see her filling in for our teachers here at Kuhio! 

 

• Ms. Lisa Shiroma, part-time art teacher, will be working full-time at the Koa Art Gallery on the Kapiolani 

Community College campus.  We are hoping she will be back at the school with the After School Art 

Enrichment Program.  

 

• Mr. Sean Pottenger, our Philosophy for Children part-time teacher for the last 5 years, will continue to 

work on his master’s degree in education. We anticipate seeing him at Kuhio as a substitute teacher. 

 

• Ms. Christine Lau, our cafeteria manager, is planning to retire this month after 10 years of service with 

the Department of Education. Her hard work will be missed, but she is looking forward to her retirement. 

 

• Ms. Laurence Bent, who was a PPT (Paraprofessional Tutor) this school year, will be moving back to the 

mainland to be near family. 

 

ALOHA and MAHALO to you for your dedication to the accomplishments of our students.  Though you are 

leaving Kuhio School, your contributions, memories, and friendship will be in our hearts forever! 

 

 

New Academic Coach/Title I Coordinator 

 

The Hawaiian farewell a hui hou, 

translated to English, means “until we 

meet again.” Kuhio School welcomes 

back an old friend whom we are meeting again after four years of teaching at other Oahu schools: Ms. 

Jennifer Mizumura, who will be our new Academic Coach/Title I Coordinator for the coming school year.  

Jennifer is a National Board Certified Teacher who has taught at Mililani Uka Elementary and at Lincoln 

School, as a kindergarten inclusion teacher.  She will surely be missed at Lincoln School, but we are very 

fortunate to have her rejoin the Kuhio School ‘ohana. 

 

We send her our best wishes as she works towards attaining another successful school year working 

collaboratively with the Kuhio ‘ohana. 

 

Sincerely, 

Principal Lynn M. Kobayashi 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

SECOND GRADERS 

Our second grade marine biologists learned that most things we 

use in Hawaii come from somewhere else. This includes the oil 

we use to fuel our vehicles and airplanes, to make electricity, 

and to lubricate machines to help them work efficiently. Special 

oil tankers bring the oil we use to Hawaii. But what would 

happen to the ocean environment if there was an oil spill in our 

waters? Second grade students at Kuhio decided to find out.  

First, each marine biology team created a small model of a 

healthy ocean habitat using recycled materials.  Next, students 

used their engineering skills to design and build a variety of 

devices to clean up a simulated oil spill.  Finally, the teams 

tested their devices as they used them to clean up an oil spill 

simulated by adding oil to their ocean habitat model. The results 

were analyzed, and several different methods proved to 

work…sort of.  Students understood first-hand what a disaster a 

real oil spill can be for the environment and how difficult it is to 

clean up!  

The marine environment that surrounds Hawaii is home to many 

plants and animals. Our young marine biologists know how 

important it is to keep our marine habitat clean so that plants 

and animals will stay healthy and survive. Limiting our use of oil is 

one way to help reduce the chance of an oil spill in our oceans. 

Ideas suggested by students included walking, taking the bus, 

turning off lights, opening windows instead of using fans, riding 

your bike, and limiting your electricity use.  

                    

Second grade engineering teams make plans 

for what they will build to clean up an oil spill. 

Second grade students study habitats and 

create their own marine habitat out of recycled 

materials. 

ABOVE LEFT AND RIGHT: Second graders discovered many creative ways to clean up an oil spill and found out what a hard and 

messy job it is! 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

FOURTH GRADERS 

Student geologists and engineers in fourth grade 

have been studying properties of soil, causes of 

erosion, and ways to help stop erosion before it 

starts.  First, students worked in teams to create 

models of ahupua‘a using paper, soil and 

marshmallows.  Students made it rain gently, then 

much harder, on their models to simulate what 

happens during light and heavy rain.  Next, each 

team tested the permeability of different types of 

soil, sand and gravel, recording the amount of 

time it took for water to move through each 

sample. The student teams then applied the 

knowledge and understanding they gained from 

these experiences. They created their own 

erosion control devices which attempted to 

keep soil in a box tipped at an angle, 

representing a hillside.  Student engineers made 

careful observations and reflected on what 

worked, and suggested ways to improve their 

erosion control devices.  Experiential explorations 

such as these are helping prepare students for 

future real world challenges such as the recent 

road collapses on the windward side of Oahu, 

storm wave damage, and beach and sand 

erosion on all of the islands.  In fourth grade, we 

learn by doing! 

 

Engineers in the fourth grade make plans for the Erosion 

Control Challenge. 

Student scientists know that reflection and analysis are important parts of 

any engineering project. 

Students test how fast water moves through different types 

of soil. Water permeability studies are important when 

building roads, construction buildings, and planting 

gardens. 

Student engineers test their designs that 

help to control erosion. 
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DISCOVERY LAB 

There are always new things to explore 

and create in the Discovery Lab!  

Recently, a Maker Space was added 

to the lab.  What do you do in a Maker 

Space? The simple answer is you make things – things that you are 

curious about, things that spring from your imagination, things that 

inspire you, and things that you admire.  The informal, playful 

atmosphere, without a rigid agenda, allows learning to unfold.  Making, 

rather than consuming, is the focus.  It is craft-, engineering-, 

technology-, and wonder-driven. The most important quality of a 

Maker Space is that it encourages creativity. 

 

Another new addition to the 

Discovery Lab is the Tech Take-

Apart Corner. In this area 

students will find broken or outdated equipment, like VHS 

players, that can be taken apart piece by piece.  Student 

engineers safely remove screws, lift lids to see what the 

technology looks like on the inside, and try to figure out 

how it all works.  It has become a very popular 

exploration corner in the Discovery Lab and reminds us 

how quickly technology changes! 

 

 

Our 5th grade Earth Squad members have worked 

hard taking care of our Green Steps Garden all 

year.  These students, who will be graduating from 

Kuhio soon, have been wonderfully inspiring to 

many 3rd and 4th graders who will join the Earth 

Squad next year.  Thanks to all of you who have 

been great role models and caretakers of our Earth! 

Mahalo Nui Loa to our graduating Earth Squad: 

Jade, Ramsey, Noel, TJ, Lorelai, Honesty, Len, 

Sheldon, Elle, Kristopher, Sable, Emilie, and Sonasi.  

Remember - Keep it green, and be sure to explore, 

discover, invent, and create something new this 

summer!   

Ms. Faure 

Our Earth Squad are fantastic caretakers of our Green Steps 

Garden! Mahalo Nui Loa, Earth Squad! 

Wow! Look what’s inside of this VHS player. 

Technology sure has changed…and quickly! 

Hey! I’ve got a great idea for 

something terrific to create in 

the Maker Space! 
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Rolling in the Recognition! 

Kuhio JPOs Receive a Perfect Score! 

On Friday, April 15, the Kuhio fifth grade Junior Police Officers 

participated in the annual Field Day event sponsored by the 

Honolulu Police Department.  At the event, our 15 JPOs performed 

the drill commands of the four different phases learned throughout 

the year.  All the hard work paid off as the JPOs received a perfect 

score of 100 points.  This was the first time in five years the JPOs 

accomplished this amazing feat. This year, our JPOs discovered for 

themselves that hard work leads to success.  A heartfelt thank you 

goes to Ms. Lovely Kwock, Mr. Oscar Johnson and Mr. Sale, three 

staff members whose dedication to supporting the JPOs has made 

this yet another successful year.  We would also like to thank HPD 

Officer Mark Kishimoto, who patiently taught our JPOs to be 

responsible and respectful, as well as the importance of serving and helping your community. 

Congratulations to the Kuhio Junior Police Officers!  We are so very proud of all of you. 

 

Applause for ELL 

The English Language Learners of Kuhio are blessed with the opportunity 

to know their native language and learn English as well. Being bilingual 

is a valuable skill that our ELL students work towards every day. This year 

the ELL staff and I provided supplementary services to approximately 90 

students, who represent about 20 different languages, throughout 

grades K - 5. Our goal is to increase their English language proficiency in 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. We assess their growth using 

the WIDA ACCESS test. This year, we are thrilled to announce that 21 

students were able to successfully demonstrate their language 

development and were able to exit the ELL program! We are so proud of their accomplishments and will miss 

working with them next year; however, we will monitor their academic progress and are always here to 

support them.     

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 21 STUDENTS FOR THEIR HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION! 

Mrs. Buote, Ms. Delaforce, Ms. Jessica, and Ms. Danelle 

 

Toyota Dream Car Art Contest  

The Toyota Dream Car Art Contest is held to 

encourage and inspire creativity in children who 

are our future. Amazing ideas are born from 

dreams. 

Malachi, a Kuhio fourth grader, designed “The 

Flyer” and finished second place in his age 

category and fourth overall in this contest. 

Congratulations, Malachi!  

ELL Learner Road to Success 

JPOs proudly pose after receiving a perfect score. 
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KUHIO STUDENTS SHINE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Students of the Quarter 
 

We also congratulate our Students of the Quarter for 

doing their best throughout the quarter. Listed below 
are the recipients for both Quarters 3 and 4. 

Students proudly 

stand to show their 

Student of the Quarter 

certificates during the 

Quarter 3 Assembly. 

 

Quarter 3 Perfect Attendance 

Congratulations to the following students 

who received a Perfect Attendance 

award for coming to school every day on 

time during Quarter 3! Regular attendance 

helps students do their best on daily school 

work and on tests. 
Quarter 3 Recipients Quarter 4 Recipients 
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We are Community Contributors! 

Canned Food Drive 

Did you know that 287,000 people in Hawaii are helped by the Hawaii Foodbank? Kuhio School 
helped by donating 420 pounds of food! Did you know that for every $10 donated, the Hawaii 
Foodbank can provide 25 meals? Your monetary donations of $60 provided 150 meals! Thank you 

to all for your generous contributions! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

American Heart Association’s Jump Rope for Heart 

Heart disease is America’s #1 killer. Thanks to your help, Kuhio School ‘ohana donated a total of 

$2556.11 to help the American Heart Association battle this disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Quarter 3 Assembly, Student Council representatives explained how canned food and monetary donations help to feed those less 

fortunate in Hawaii. 

Students raising the highest donations for Jump Rope 

for Heart competed against the teachers in our annual 

JRFH Challenge relay race. Congratulations to the 

student team who won again! 
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GRATITUDE IS THE BEST ATTITUDE!  

Send a kudo!  At Kuhio School we show gratitude by giving “kudos” to adults and students for things they 

have done or achieved. We also say, “THANK YOU!” 

Send a kudo to any Kuhio ‘ohana member by going to our new 

website www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us and using this “Send a Kudo!” 

button (left). You can also use your smartphone to scan this QR code 

(right) to fill out a form. Listed below are some kudos from this quarter. 

Send in a kudo today, and you might see it in the next newsletter. 

Gratitude brings our Kuhio family together! 

 
 

A kudo was sent 

to... From... For the following reason... 

The School 

Sarah Hwang 

and Yoo-Na 

Hwang 

My sister graduated from Kuhio in 1997 and I graduated in 2002, and we loved our 

experiences in Kuhio! We were reminiscing today, and it was one of the highlights of 

our lives. We were singing the alma mater, Goodbye Song, Pupu Hinuhinu, surf song, 

and Eia Makou. What a great time to think back to! 

Ms. Ululani Jocelyn 

I am sending a kudo because she spends her time to put up decorations for the 

school. 

Ms. Wadsack 

Kenvin and 

Hai 

Thank you for teaching us and being a very good teacher. Thank you for making math 

problems for us. 

Evelyn Kate She helped me stop a bully. 

Ananya Kate She helped me get good grades. 

Ms. Kobayashi Britney 

It has been about 3/4 of the year ever since she was our new principal. She is 

improving our school and making it the best. You are the best principal----in the whole 

wide world. 

Mr. Lau Britney 

I'm sending a kudo to Mr. Lau because he helps me learn everything I don't know. Also 

I believe he is the best 4th grade teacher ever. Well done, Mr. L! 

Ms. Yee Dat 

She is teaching me math in school and is awesome. Thank you so much for teaching 

me. 

Readen Dat 
I want to thank my best friend, Readen, because he always plays with me. Thank you 
for being my best friend. 

Mr. K Dat 

I sent a kudo to Mr. K because he teaches me sports. Thank you so much for teaching 

me sports. 

Mr. Herr Anonymous I am sending a kudo to him because he retired and was a great librarian. 

Prophet Britney 

I'm sending a kudo to Prophet because she is my friend, and I help her on all subjects. 

Wherever she needs me, I'll always be there for her. 

Mrs. Buote Anonymous She really cares about us. 

Miss Lillas Sofia She helps decorate the school. 

Mrs. Nakamura 
Jocelyn and 
Keilani We are sending this kudo because you are the best teacher. 

Victoria Britney 

I'm sending a kudo to Victoria because she is Vice President and my best BFF!!! I am 

also sending a kudo because I want to show my feelings. Also, she talks to me when I 

am alone at lunch. 

Mrs. Ruby Datta 

and Aparna Mrs. Miyaki 

Thank you for all of your amazing treats this year! I really appreciate you coming to all 

of our field trips, and support. I want to also thank you for the Teacher Appreciation 

gift, and delicious chocolate dessert. Thank you very much!!! 
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We would love to hear from you....  

Do you have any comments, suggestions, concerns, or questions?  If you 

would like to share something with us, please feel free to fill out the form 

below and turn it into the office or your child’s teacher.  We will get back 

to you right away.  (We also accept compliments! Tell us about the good 

things, too.) You can also email us at kuhioschool@gmail.com.l us about  

Name: Email Address: 

Child's Name: Grade/Room Number: Phone Number: 

Your thoughts or comments: 

 

 

Prince Jonah Kuhio 

Elementary School 
 

2759 South King Street 

Honolulu, HI  96826 
Phone: (808) 973-0085 

Fax: (808) 973-0088           

Email: kuhioschool@gmail.com 

If you would prefer to receive 

an electronic copy of this 

newsletter, please send your 

email address to 

kuhioschool@gmail.com with 

“Newsletter” in the subject line. 
 

Credits 

Principal: Lynn Kobayashi 

Editing: Kurt Cefra and Deanna 

Au-Wong 

Formatting, Designing and 

Printing: Deanna Au-Wong 

Distributing: Caren Taira 

 

Mahalo to all those who 

contributed articles and photos 

to this newsletter. Special thanks 

to Laurie Faure for her 

contributions. 

Check us out on the Web! 
http://kuhio.hidoe.us 

 

Adults, stay informed with 

Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/KuhioSchool  

 

 


