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www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us  

 

   
  Dearest Kuhio Ohana, 

Happy Holidays!  I can’t believe that it is winter vacation and the New Year 2017 is right around 
the corner. We have had a very busy semester accomplishing many school goals and look 
forward to the next five months to complete our plans for this school year 2016-17. 

Makua Pua and her two brothers blessed the long-awaited refurbished playground equipment 
trusting the students will use it safely and keep it in good condition. 

“Coffee Hour” parent training has been conducted each month since September, which has been 
well received and will continue next semester. 

The after school program has grown since last year, which offers students more choices to 
engage in extracurricular activities. 

As a school we will continue to do our best to improve conditions at the school to enable students 
to learn in a positive and caring environment.   

‘Tis the season to be thankful!  I’m grateful for the Kuhio Family because without your 
understanding, cooperation, and support, we would not be able to do what we want to do to 
improve the school.  

 It is my hope that during the hustle and bustle of the season, you will devote some time to reflect 
on the many little things in your life that you are grateful for.   

I’d like to take this special time of the year to share with you the many things I appreciate about 
being the Principal of Kuhio School. I appreciate 6 

• The smiles I receive from everyone. 

• The greetings I receive from students in the morning: “Good Morning, Mrs. Kobayashi!”  

• The positive feedback I receive from people. 

• The willingness of students to listen to me rattle on and on! 

•  A campus that is well maintained. 

• The spirit and enthusiasm of all who want to make Kuhio School the BEST SCHOOL in the 
Kaimuki Complex. 

• People who “walk the walk”. 

• Your support and cooperation. 

And I appreciate being given the opportunity to lead you and the school to be one of the BEST in 
the Kaimuki Complex! 

Thank you for choosing Kuhio School to be a part of your life! Please remember to show gratitude 
to your children, family and friends. Enjoy your vacation and we all expect to see the children back 
on January 9, 2017.  

With much gratitude! 

Sincerely, 

Lynn M. Kobayashi 

Principal of Kuhio School 

Upcoming Events 

Thursday, December 15 

• Super Star Savings Deposit Day; 
7:30 AM - 7:50 AM; Cafeteria 

• SCC Meeting: 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM; 
Library 

 

Friday, December 16 
KSCA Movie Night: Polar Express; 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM; Cafeteria 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
Makahiki Celebration; 8:30 AM - 9:45 
AM; Cafeteria 
 

Thursday, December 22 
through Friday, January 6 
Winter Break and Teacher Work 
Day: NO SCHOOL for students. 
 

Monday, January 9 
Students return to school 
 

Wednesday, January 11 
2nd SSC Dinner Meeting and SBA 
Test Prep; 5:15 PM -6:45 PM; 
Location TBA 
 

Monday, January 16 
Martin Luther King Day:NO SCHOOL 
 

Friday, January 20 

• Kindergarten Open House; 8:00 AM - 
11:00 AM, Library 

• Quarter 2 Kuhio Kudos Recognition 
Assembly; 1:15 PM-2:00 PM; 
Cafeteria 

 

Monday, January 23 
Teacher Planning/Collaboration 
Day: NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

 

Tuesday, January 24 
through Friday, February 10 
EL WIDA Testing 

 

Thursday, January 26 
Super Star Savings Deposit Day; 
7:30 AM - 7:50 AM; Cafeteria 

 

Monday, January 30 
SCC Meeting; 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM; 
Library 

 

Friday, February 3 
Stop Flu at School Clinic; 8:15 AM – 
11:15 AM; Library 

 

Monday, February 13 
Teachers’ Institute Day; NO 
SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
 

Friday, February 17 
Jump Rope for Heart Activity and 
Splash; 12:45 PM - 2:00 PM; 
Playground 
 

Monday, February 20 
Presidents’ Day: NO SCHOOL 
 

Thursday, February 23 
Super Star Savings Deposit Day; 
7:30 AM - 7:50 AM; Cafeteria  
 

Monday, February 27 
SCC Meeting; 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM; 
Library  

 

Monday, March 13 
SCC Meeting; 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM; 
Library 

 

Monday, March 20 
through Monday, March 27 
Spring Break and Prince Kuhio Day; 
NO SCHOOL for students. 

 

Gratitude is the memory of the heart. 
~Jean Baptiste Massieu 
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QUARTER 1 RECOGNITION ASSEMBLY 

Perfect Attendance 

Congratulations to the following students who received a Perfect Attendance award for coming 
to school every day on time during Quarter 1! Regular attendance helps students do their best 
on daily school work and on tests. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students of the Quarter 

We also congratulate our Students of the First Quarter for doing 

their best throughout the quarter. 

Left and above: Preschool through fifth grade students 

proudly display their certificates. 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

Kindergartners 

Kindergarten student meteorologists are learning all about weather and are making their own 

weather book.  Each page shows a favorite activity that the young scientist enjoys doing.  Some 

students enjoy going to the beach on a sunny day, eating shave ice, or going shopping where it’s 

air conditioned.  On a rainy day some students enjoy splashing in puddles, walking with an 

umbrella or playing indoors.  

Students cut out beautiful paper snowflakes on special black paper for their weather page about 

snow. When they scratched the surface of the special black paper, beautiful rainbow colors 

appeared. Where else, except for in Hawaii, can you find a rainbow snowflake? Lucky we live 

Hawaii! 

      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Graders 

Plants are important!  Just ask a first grade botanist.  

First grade students are becoming botanists (plant scientists) as they learn about parts of plants 

and the function of each plant part.  Students know that the roots help bring water and nutrients 

into the plant. The stem helps move the water up the plant and provides support. The green leaves 

collect energy from the sun. Finally, the plant develops a flower in which the seeds are formed.   

Student botanists plan to make seed pots out of recycled newspaper. They will use the seed pots 

to grow some of their own plants from seeds and record the results. Making the seed pots out of 

newspaper also helps our environment by recycling and repurposing a resource. Way to go young 

scientists!  

How to Make a Rainbow Snowflake 

1. First you fold the square paper in half twice to 

make a tiny square.  

2. Next you cut out shapes along the edges. 

3. Carefully unfold your snowflake. 

4. Then scratch off the black surface from the 

special paper and reveal the beautiful rainbow 

colors hidden underneath. 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

More from our First Graders    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second and Fourth 

Graders 

This year, Kuhio’s second and 

fourth grade students are 

participating in an exciting 

Artists-in-the-Schools residency. 

Each week percussionist 

Michael Wall works with students 

and their teachers as they 

participate in experiences that 

explore West African cultural 

beliefs and practices by 

studying folktales, music and 

dances. Students are also creating 

their own lively four-part rhythms 

and beautiful storytelling dance. Students are learning to recognize and appreciate the similarities 

and differences between cultures, their own and African, while they broaden their understanding 

of the unique ways we can share thoughts and feelings through a musical dialogue. We all look 

forward to developing and improving our music and dance talents each week! 

Above: A students enjoys  

making leaf rubbings with  

leaves, paper and crayons. The rubbings help 

students see details and how the rib and veins on the 

leaves are shaped. 

 

Students in Ms. Kapu’s fourth grade class enjoy learning percussion 

rhythms with Artists-in-the-Schools artist Michael Wall. 

Left: Going outside to make bark rubbings from trees is exciting 

for students and helps them discover the many diffferent 

patterns found in tree bark.  This student scientist also spotted 

tiny insects that make their home in the bark. 

Left: A young botanist (plant 

scientist) examines the parts of 

a plant starting with the roots, 

moving up the stem, out to the 

leaves and finally to the flower. 

Making careful observations 

and recording what you see 

and think is all part of being a 

scientist. It’s also a lot of fun! 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

Fifth Graders:  BECOMING THE LEADERS OF THE SCHOOL 

 
Throughout the second quarter, the Kuhio fifth graders participated in a variety of enriching 

leadership and location-based learning activities.   

During the first week, students volunteered to be part of the inaugural “Welcome Back to School” 

morning greeter campaign. The fifth graders greeted students and parents arriving on campus with 

an energetic “Good morning!” and a smile as they started their day.   

 

 

 

 

The fifth graders also had an opportunity to experience actual professional careers during the annual 

Career Day field trip sponsored by the Hilton Waikiki Beach Hotel.  Through this partnership, students 

were able to shadow one of the many department managers of the hotel and learn the duties and 

responsibilities of different careers. Some of the careers students shadowed were chef, engineer, 

accountant, restaurant server, housekeeper, and general manager.   

 

 

Finally, students were able to connect content learned in the classroom with the natural environment 

by participating in an activity at Moanalua Valley. Through our partnership with the Honolulu Museum 

of Art and the Department of Natural Land and Resources, the fifth graders created cyanotype prints 

using resources found in the valley. They also learned about and identified native, introduced, and 

invasive species as they hiked up the valley.   

 

Left: Fifth 

grade 

students 

welcome 

students 

and parents 

back to 

school after 

Fall Break. 

 

Right: Fifth grade 

students participate in 

a Managers’ Meeting 

at the Hilton Waikiki 

Beach Hotel. 

Far right: Students 

show off their 

accounting work after 

spending time with the 

Accounting Manager. 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

More from our Fifth Graders    

 

    

As we end the second quarter, the fifth graders continue to strive to be the leaders of Kuhio while 

preparing for next chapter of their education.   

MORE SHINING MOMENTS 

 

  

Above: Fifth grade students 

learn about creating 

cyanotype prints with Ms. 

Hannah from the Honolulu 

Museum of Art on the field trip 

to Moanalua Valley. 

 

Above: Students show off their cyanotype prints 

on the field trip. 

 

Above: Fifth graders plant for the 

opening of the Makahiki season 

with Makua Pua, Makua Aka, and 

Makua Lakona. 

 

 

Check out "Kulia i ka Nu'u", Kuhio School’s After 

School Performing Arts Class! 

Pictured below is "Kulia i ka Nu'u", Kuhio School’s after 

school performing arts class, as students prepared for 
the Winter Parade and Makahiki Festival in 
December! 
 

Congratulations to Ms. Faure! 

Ms. Laurie Faure, pictured below third from 

the left, was the recipient of $500 from the 

Investing in Education Grant Program 

funded by Hawaii State Federal Credit 

Union. The grant went toward funding 

engineering and building resources for all 

Kuhio students to use in the Discovery Lab. 
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DISCOVERY LAB 

Student scientists and engineers have been hard at work this 

quarter working on finding solutions to all sorts of real world 

problems.  The fourth grade scientists have been reading food 

labels to find out where the food we eat in Hawaii is actually 

grown. They collected data and the interesting results have been 

recorded on the world map in the Discovery Lab. What we discovered is that most of the food we eat in 

Hawaii is grown somewhere else, and it travels great distances to Hawaii by ship or by plane using large 

amounts of fossil fuel (a non-renewable resource that contributes to climate change).   

When the fifth grade students looked at the data and considered this problem, they took action.  Our fifth 

grade engineers are now busy designing ways to grow more of our own food in Hawaii in creative ways that 

do not require the use of much land space. They are considering rooftop gardens, gardens hanging from 

trees, vertical gardens on fences, and more. We are excited to see what designs they come up with and will 

be building during the second semester. Other grades will help test out the systems by growing plants in the 

innovatively designed gardens. We will also need to invent a system to water these special gardens. I know 

our scientists and engineers are up for the challenge, and I can’t wait to see what fantastic inventions they 

create! 

Our first grade students have been learning how to think like scientists. They know that scientists ask a lot of 

questions. When a scientist decides on a question to explore, they do background research to find out more 

information. Next, they design an experiment that will help them answer their question. They conduct the 

experiment then collect and record the data. Finally they analyze the data to determine if they were able 

to answer their question. Scientists share their results and conclusions with others and start all over again, 

asking more questions! 

First graders learned something very interesting. They learned that the inquiry process that scientists use is 

very similar to the inquiry process that artists use.  Artists ask questions about what artwork to create. They 

research their subject matter and decide how to share their ideas and feelings with 

others through their art. Creating the art requires constantly experimenting and 

problem solving with different media. Sharing their artwork with others helps us all ask 

more questions about meaning, materials, and emotions. First grade artists used the 

inquiry art method to create beautiful drawings of large flowers in the style of artist 

Georgia O’Keeffe. They experimented with oil pastels and color blending to create 

fantastic images of flowers that make everyone stop and think about nature. 

You can see these drawings and other science projects during our spring Science 

Showcase. More information will be coming out later. Remember to keep asking 

those questions and seeking answers. 

Keep it Green!  

   Ms. Faure 

 “Millions saw the apple fall, Newton was the 

only one who asked why!”  - Bernard M. 

Baruch 

 

Above: Student uses 

oil pastel to create his 

flower drawing. 

 

Above: First grade students display their large flower drawings 

using oil pastel on black paper. 
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TIME FOR TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

Computers are everywhere, and Kuhio School is doing our best to get 

our students and families ready for the future! Did you know that 

computing jobs are the #1 source of new wages in the United States? 

The lifetime earnings of a high school graduate is $0.58 million and a 

college graduate earns $1.19 million. However, a computer science 

major earns 40% more than the average college major, making lifetime 

earnings of $1.67 million. <https://goo.gl/EntBwk> To get students ready for 

the changes ahead, this year there were 162,470 Hour of Code events around the world reaching 

over 100 million students in over 180 countries. Kuhio School was proud to be a part of that! 

All kindergarten through fifth grade Kuhio students participated in the Hour of Code during 

Computer Science Education Week, December 5-11. Students wrote code (or instructions for a 

computer) to make the Angry Bird reach the greedy pig (Angry Birds) and the Zombie reach the 

sunflower (Plants vs. Zombies). Students even helped Moana with navigation (Disney’s Moana).  

In continuing lessons, students learn terms like “algorithm” and “debugging”. They use loop (or 

repeat) blocks, as well as conditional (or if-then) statement blocks. 

Parents joined the fun during a hands-on Hour of Code Parent Coffee Hour 

on Wednesday, December 7th. Along with every parent in attendance 

learning how to code, they also learned about some of the newest 

technologies quickly becoming a part of our changing society.  

In addition, a few parents also enjoyed experimenting with our newest 

robots, which are programmed with coding. 

We hope you “tech” a minute or two to learn more about coding. Visit the 

coding section on Kuhio School’s Links page to get started. Also, stay 

informed of the latest happenings by “liking” us on our official Facebook 

page. See the back page of this newsletter for details. 

Remember to take time for tech! 

Mrs. Au-Wong  

  

Left: 

Kindergarten 

and first grade 

students learn 

to code. 
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GRATITUDE IS THE BEST ATTITUDE!  

Send a kudo!  At Kuhio School we show gratitude by giving “kudos” to adults and students for things they 

have done or achieved. We also say, “THANK YOU!” 

Send a kudo to any Kuhio ohana member by going to our new 

website www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us and using this “Send a Kudo!” 

button (left). You can also use your smartphone to scan this QR code 

(right) to fill out a form. Listed below are some kudos from this quarter. 

Send in a kudo today, and you might see it in the next newsletter. 

Gratitude brings our Kuhio family together! 
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We would love to hear from you....  

Do you have any comments, suggestions, concerns, or questions?  If you 

would like to share something with us, please feel free to fill out the form 

below and turn it into the office or your child’s teacher.  We will get back 

to you right away.  (We also accept compliments! Tell us about the good 

things, too.) You can also email us at kuhioschool@gmail.com.l us about  

Name: Phone Number: 

Child's Name: Grade/Room Number: 

Your thoughts or comments: 

 

 

Prince Jonah Kuhio 

Elementary School 
 

2759 South King Street 

Honolulu, HI  96826 
Phone: (808) 973-0085 

Fax: (808) 973-0088           

Email: kuhioschool@gmail.com 

If you would prefer to receive 

an electronic copy of this 

newsletter, please send your 

email address to 

kuhioschool@gmail.com with 

“Newsletter” in the subject line. 

 

Credits 

Principal: Lynn Kobayashi 

Editors: Deanna Au-Wong, Kurt 

Cefra 

Layout & Design: Deanna Au-

Wong 

Distribution: Caren Taira 

 

Mahalo to all those who 

contributed articles and photos 

to this newsletter. Special thanks 

to Ms. Faure for her many 

contributions. 

Check us out on the Web! 
http://kuhio.hidoe.us 

 

Adults, stay informed with 

Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/KuhioSchool  

 

 


