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Nā Mo‘olelo O Kūhiō  The Stories of Kuhio 
  

 

Prince Jonah          Elementary School 
2759 S. King Street, Honolulu, HI  96826 
(808) 973-0085 
www.kuhio.k12.hi.us will be transitioning to www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us  

 
 

Coming Together is a beginning…Connecting, Cooperating, Collaborating 

Dear Kuhio Faculty, Staff, Students, Parents and Community, 

ALOHA! 

AUWE, to the extremely hot and uncomfortable summer weather of the 1st quarter! We 
look forward to the cool breezes blowing us towards a 2nd quarter of relief and 
revitalized attention! The faculty and staff have laid the foundation for success by 
teaching students the rules, procedures and study skills that are relevant for each grade 
level. 

In the 2nd quarter, students will learn to apply new and previously learned concepts, skills 
and dispositions that they may use across all content areas. This year the teachers are 
fully implementing the Wonders English Language Program and the Stepping Stones 
Math Program. 

Some of the instructional routines that students will learn in English Language Arts, Math, 
Social Studies, Science and other content areas are: 

 Answering the Essential Question 
 Using Close Reading:  Reading for deep understanding using non-fiction texts 
 Detecting and using text-based evidence to justify a stance 
 Participating in Collaborative Conversations 
 Using Academic Vocabulary 
 Writing opinion /argument papers 

These are critical college and career readiness skills that we want all students to acquire. 
In order to accomplish these tasks, students must attend a school that is safe, secure 
and has caring children and adults.  With everyone’s help, we can provide this 
environment.  Parents and community, we ask for your support to achieve the following 
goals: 

 Reduce the number of students arriving late for class by 10%. Teach students to be 
PUNCTUAL.  Every minute counts in the classroom. Arrive early and be a role model 
who shows the importance of being prompt. 

 Decrease the number of students who miss 5 or more days of school during the 2nd 
quarter.  Keep your children healthy.  Have breakfast in the cafeteria and get 
enough sleep at night.  Attendance is an important responsibility regardless of age. 

 Practice Respect, Responsibility and Safety.  (Refer to the Kuhio Positive Behavior 
Matrix) 

 Encourage children to work with others to find solutions to problems and conflicts at 
school and home. 

Parents, please continue to collaborate with the school to create a professional learning 
culture.  Feel free to share your ideas for improvement with teachers, staff members and 
your principal, Lynn M. Kobayashi. 

As we enter the 2nd quarter with renewed energy and determination to increase student 
achievement, we thank you for your efforts toward elevating Kuhio Elementary to the 
TOP!  Together we will go further!!! 
Mahalo! 
Sincerely, 
Principal Lynn M. Kobayashi 
lynn_kobayashi@notes.k12.hi.us 
Phone:  (808) 973-0085 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
Wednesday, November 4 
5:30PM-7:00PM; KSCA Meeting; 
Kuhio Library 
 

Saturday, November 7 
9:00AM-1:00PM; Literacy Fair; 
Kuhio Library, Field, and Cafe 
 

Wednesday, November 11 
Veterans Day: No school 
 

Friday, November 13 
Picture Taking Makeups 
 

Monday, November 16 
2:30PM-3:30PM; SCC 
Meeting; Kuhio Library 
 

Wednesday, November 18 
8:30AM-9:30AM; 
Evacuation Drill to Kaimuki 
High School 
 

Thursday, November 19 
7:20AM-7:45AM; Super Star 
Savings Deposit Day; Kuhio 
Cafeteria 
 

Thursday, November 26 
11/26-11/27; Thanksgiving 
Holiday: No school 
 

Wednesday, December 2 
5:30PM-7:00PM; KSCA 
Meeting; Kuhio Library 
 

Friday, December 4 
8:15AM-9:15AM; Washington 
Middle School Band & US 
Coast Guard; Kuhio Cafeteria 

 

Monday, December 7 
12/7-12/11; Scholastic Book 
Fair; Kuhio Library 
 

Tuesday, December 8 
9:00AM-11:30AM; Gr. 5 
students at Washington Middle 
School Orientation 

 

Thursday, December 10 
6:30PM-7:00PM; Lions Club 
Santa Parade  
 

Monday, December 14 
2:30PM-3:30PM; SCC Meeting; 
Kuhio Library 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
2:30PM; Change in dismissal 
time 
 

Thursday, December 17 
1:30PM; Change in dismissal 
time; Quarter 2 ends.  
 

Friday, December 18 thru 
Tuesday, January 5 
Winter Break and Teacher 
Work Day: No school for 
students 
 

Wednesday, January 6 
Students return to school 
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SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS (SBA)  
The results are in!!!  Congratulations, Kuhio School!  You did well enough to become a  

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT SCHOOL!  

What is the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA)?  It is Hawaii’s new English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA) and 
Mathematics assessment that was implemented during the 2014-15 school year. It is aligned to the new 
Hawaii Common Core standards.  The assessments are designed to last a combined 7 hours for grades 3-5, 
although there is no time limit.  The SBA replaced the Hawaii State Assessment in math and reading. 

The new assessment measures whether students are meeting the Common Core standards for Mathematics 
and ELA, and whether they are on track for college and career readiness.  Students in grades 3-8 and 11 
took the summative assessments for the first time this year. 

Families received a report in the fall or during their parent-teacher conferences in October.  Please feel free 
to speak to your child(ren)’s teacher or the principal for more information. 

For the students, the SBA offers: 
 More complex problems that challenge them to support their answers with explanations and evidence. 
 The ability to pause the test, mark test items for review, take notes on a digital notepad, and use 

calculators and other tools in certain sections. 

Special Needs:  The SBA technology platform also provides a variety of options that fit the individual needs 
of students.   

There are three components to the SBA: 
1. Computer Adaptive Test:  An online adaptive test that provides an individualized assessment for each 

student 
2. Classroom Activity:  A group exercise, usually lasting about 30 minutes, meant to provide context and 

familiarize all students with an upcoming Performance Task. 
3. Performance Task:  Tasks that challenge students to apply their knowledge and skills to respond to real 

world problems.  They can best be described as collections of questions and activities that are 
coherently connected to a single theme or scenario.  They will be used to better measure capacities 
such as depth of understanding, research skills, and complex analysis, which cannot be adequately 
assessed with selected or constructed response items.  Some performance items can be scored by the 
computer, but most will be manually scored. 

Scoring: 
 Standard not met means the student must improve substantially to demonstrate the skills and 

knowledge needed to succeed in future coursework. In grades 6-8 and 11, a score in this range 
indicates the student needs to improve substantially to be ready for college after graduation. 

 Standard nearly met means the student is close to meeting the achievement standard and may need 
further development to demonstrate skills and knowledge required for future coursework. In grades 6-8 
and 11, a score in this range indicates further development may be needed to succeed in entry-level 
college courses after graduation. 

 Standard met means the student demonstrates skills and knowledge that are likely necessary to 
succeed in future coursework. In grades 6-8 and 11, this achievement level indicates that the student 
has demonstrated progress toward mastering skills and knowledge needed to be ready for college 
after graduation. 

 Standard exceeded means the student has surpassed the achievement standard and demonstrates 
advanced progress toward mastering the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in future 
coursework. In grades 6-8 and 11, this achievement level also indicates that a student has 
demonstrated advanced progress toward college readiness after graduation. 

(Refer to your child’s Parent Report for more information) 
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Example of the parent report: 

       

This is Kuhio Elementary’s Strive HI Report for SY 2014-15: 
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What can parents do to support and help their child(ren)? 
 Practice tests available at www.alohahsap.org are a good opportunity for your child to practice, and 

for you to see the types of problems you can review with him or her. You can also go to Kuhio’s website 
at www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us and click on the Links page. 

 Parents can support their children with school and guide them in eating healthy foods, getting a good 
night’s sleep, and having good hygiene. 

 Parents can keep themselves informed about testing schedules and Common Core standards. 
 Parents can get involved with the school by attending workshops, or asking their child’s teacher any 

questions they may have about testing or standards. 
 Parents can ask their child “What did you learn in school today?” and “Did your teacher give you any 

papers or reminders for me to look at?” 

All members of the Kuhio School family will support and help with the achievement of our keiki! 

Thank you for your continuing support towards reaching our goals! 

 

GRATITUDE 
Definition:  being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return 
kindness. 

At Kuhio School we show gratitude by giving “kudos” to adults and students for 
things they have done or achieved. We also say, “THANK YOU!” 

Why is showing or feeling GRATITUDE important?   

 Makes the person who is thanked feel appreciated. 
 Makes the person who says “Thank you” notice helpful things that others do. 
 Improves everyone’s mood. 
 Gives everyone satisfaction for doing a good thing (“positive reinforcement”). 

In other words… When our children and adults are happy – learning takes place! 

This is how Kuhio students and adults show gratitude: 

 Students write thank-you letters to businesses that provide school supplies or excursion fees – Hilton 
Waikiki Beach Hotel, Servco Pacific Toyota, Japanese Chamber of Commerce, Kaimuki YMCA, the 
Coast Guard and other community donors.  

 Adults foster gratitude by teaching students that help from others is a gift.  For example:  “Thank you to 
my teacher for helping me when I didn’t understand something.”   

 Adults write a “kudo” to other adults or students for being extra special by helping. 
 Principal Kobayashi is thankful to the teachers, staff, students, parents and community for supporting the 

school and myself.  Thank you! 

You have heard the message … Spread a little ALOHA!  Let’s practice showing gratitude by finishing this 
sentence:  “My day is better because …” 

Send a kudo to any Kuhio ohana member by going to our new website 
www.kuhioschool.k12.hi.us and using this “Send a Kudo!” button (left). You 
can also use your smartphone to scan this QR code (right) to fill out a form. 
You might see your kudo in our next newsletter!  

Gratitude brings our Kuhio family together! 
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LIBRARY CORNER 

During first quarter in library class, our students 
have been learning how to search for books in 
our new online catalog and find them on the 
shelves. Our students have greatly improved 
and love being independent in the library. 
 
The upper grades have also started reading the 
thirty Nene Award nominee books for 2016 and 
tracking their progress. These books have been 
very popular and are checked out very quickly. 
If possible, please take your children to the 
public library where they can also borrow Nene 
Award nominee books so that your child can read 
the books they are waiting for.  
 
Next month we are excitedly awaiting our first ever Literacy Fair! It will be held on Saturday, 
November 7th from 9am to 1pm on campus. This is an event for the WHOLE family! There will be all 
sorts of vendors promoting reading, FREE books to earn, information about dyslexia, fun reading 
activities, and more! Please save the date.  
 
Reading is fun! I love working with your children and sharing a love for reading with them!  
 
Smiles, 
Ms. Pukahi 
 

 

KUHIO SCHOOL BEHAVIOR MATRIX 

The Three School Wide Behavior Expectations are: 
 Respect 
 Responsibility 
 Safety 

Everyone will… 
1. RESPECT themselves, others, and property. 
2. Be RESPONSIBLE for their learning. 
3. Think and act SAFELY at all times. 

The Kuhio ohana will behave according to the KUHIO SCHOOL BEHAVIOR MATRIX by: 
 Acting responsibly as they strive to grow and succeed 
 Being conscientious and making safe choices 
 Moving forward with determination 

See Kuhio School’s Behavior Matrix on the next page. 
 

  

We love reading our Nene Award nominee books! 
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QUARTER 1 RECOGNITION ASSEMBLY 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE 

Congratulations to the following students who received a Perfect Attendance award for coming 
to school every day on time during Quarter 1! Regular attendance helps students do their best 
on daily school work and on tests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gr. First Name 
4 Jasmine 
4 Teigan 
4 Dylan 
4 Victoria 
4 Cain 
4 Britney 
4 Lee Roy Usiel 
4 Krystal 
4 Seth 
5 Muntadher 
5 McGrady 
5 Len 
5 Skyler 
5 John 
5 Minh 
5 Nina 
5 Aloha Marie 
5 Sonasi 
5 Tatiana 
5 Yuna 
5 Elle 
5 Kristopher-Robyn 
5 D'Monerica 
5 Michael 

Gr. First Name 
K Brooklyn 
K Malou Bea 
K Jett 
K Richard 
K Aparna 
K Lomas Mofrin
K Honey 
K Tsubasa 
1 Kenvin 
1 Syon 
1 Drayden 
1 Meefli 
2 Abe 
2 Brian 
2 Cindy 
2 Aiden 
2 Stephanie 
2 Raver Dave 
2 Kahuakua 
2 Jenesis 
2 Beaunelle 
2 Lubaba 
2 Yaya 
2 Kevin 
2 Mavrick 
3 Deven 
3 Sena 
3 Luther 
3 Jocelyn 
3 Hai 
3 Ezekiel 
3 Johnny 
3 Kyra 
3 Aissea 
3 Jaymes-Todd
3 Dinara 
3 Raiden 
3 Haylee 
3 Ananya 
3 Yamato 

STUDENTS OF THE QUARTER 

We also congratulate our Students of the Quarter 
for doing their best throughout the quarter. 

ABOVE: Children proudly stand to show their Perfect Attendance certificates. BELOW: Students pose 
with their Student of the Quarter certificates. 

Gr. First name 
Pre-K Joseph 
Pre-K Allyson 
Pre-K Kristin 
Pre-K Davin 

K Evan 
K Halibell 
K Tsubasa 
K Weien 
1 Syon 
1 Kenvin 
1 Aniki 
1 Meletina 
2 Brhea 
2 Elilai 
2 Raver 

Gr. First name 
2 Beaunelle 
2 Yaya 
2 Marbert 
3 Jahzel 
3 Deven 
3 Dinara 
3 Ananya 
4 Victoria 
4 Asaph 
4 Saphyre 
4 Prily 
5 Muntadher 
5 Nina 
5 Honesty 
5 Aloha Marie 
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DISCOVERY LAB 

The Earth Squad Is at It Again! 

Every Friday, fifteen hardworking, 
dedicated 5th grade students stay 
after school to help care for our Kuhio 
Green Steps Garden.  These students 
are part of the Earth Squad and help 
our sustainable garden by planting, 
weeding, watering, and beautifying 
our school grounds.  These students 
understand firsthand how important it 
is for each of us to be responsible and 
care for the Earth.  

Recently, the Earth 
Squad planted thirty 
sunflowers in the 
garden that they 
sprouted in recyclable newspaper 
seed pots.  They have also created 
beautiful signs with important 
messages about how to care for our 
Earth that will be donated to local 
businesses in the Moiliili community.  

The Earth Squad is looking forward to its 
first harvest and garden 
feast of healthy greens and 
tasty herbs while sharing the 
commitment they all feel 
toward helping our planet.   

If you have any garden 
stories to share, or want to 
help in any way, please 
contact Laurie Faure at  
973-0085 or stop by the 
Discovery Lab in room H101. 

Keep in Green!   

The Earth Squad 

 We use rainwater from our rain barrel to water our 
plants. 

Here’s the Earth Squad pulling weeds and watering our garden. 

Watering our Green Steps Garden 
is important to keep our plants 
growing. 
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NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS 

FIRST GRADERS had many extended learning opportunities this 
quarter. At the Hawaii Theater, students were treated to colorful 
costumes and lively songs during a theatrical performance titled 
"Honu by the Sea." Students learned how to do their part in 
protecting the reefs and oceans; it's everyone's kuleana. Kuhio 
first graders became "guardians of the sea."    

Next, students 
visited the State 
Capitol to see a 
replica of the 
Liberty Bell. 
Children are 
studying about 
this and many 
other symbols of 
America. The 
classes also 
visited Iolani 
Palace and the 
King Kamehameha I 
statue, which is 
depicted on the Hawai'i state quarter.  

On another excursion, our first grade scientists went on a nature hike at the Hawaii Nature Center. 
Students explored plants and animals found in lowland Hawaiian forest and stream environments.  
Children enjoyed fishing in the streams and catching grasshoppers in the prairie. Fieldtrips are full 
of learning and so much fun!!   

 

 

 

 

 

LEFT: First graders learned about this replica of the Liberty Bell being an American symbol. RIGHT: 
Students stopped by Iolani Palace, a historic landmark. 

Left: This first grade scientist caught and 
released insects in the “meadow” 
habitat.  Right: Students used a dishpan 
to create a small river habitat with 
animals found in the stream. 
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We would love to hear from you....  

Do you have any comments, suggestions, concerns, or questions?  If you 
would like to share something with us, please feel free to fill out the form 
below and turn it into the office or your child’s teacher.  We will get back 
to you right away.  (We also accept compliments! Tell us about the good 
things, too.) You can also email us at kuhioschool@gmail.com.l us about  

Name: Phone Number: 

Child's Name: Grade/Room Number: 

Your thoughts or comments: 

 

 

Prince Jonah Kuhio 
Elementary School 
 
2759 South King Street 
Honolulu, HI  96826 
Phone: (808) 973-0085 
Fax: (808) 973-0088           
Email: kuhioschool@gmail.com 

If you would prefer to receive 
an electronic copy of this 
newsletter, please send your 
email address to 
kuhioschool@gmail.com with 
“Newsletter” in the subject line. 

 

Credits 
Principal: Lynn Kobayashi 
Editing: Kurt Cefra and Deanna 
Au-Wong 
Formating & Designing: Deanna 
Au-Wong 
Printing & Distributing: Caren 
Taira 
 
Mahalo to all those who 
contributed articles and photos 
to this newsletter. 
 

Check us out on the Web! 
http://kuhio.hidoe.us 

 

Adults, stay informed with 
Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/KuhioSchool  
 

 


